
COME TO US, ABIDE WITH US 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany – A  January 15, 2017    John 1:29-42 

 

Sometimes words cannot do justice to describe something that is so unique or so incredible, that it 

has to be experienced.  For me, I recall my sense of awe upon experiencing New York, Washington, 

D.C., the Atlantic Ocean, Niagara Falls, the Blue Ridge Parkway.  I’m sure a number of those 

places are on your list, and that you, no doubt, have many of your own awe-some experiences to 

add. There are just some things so amazing that you simply have to invite others to experience the 

sense of wonder.  

John the Baptist couldn’t say enough good about Jesus. Words weren’t enough.  (I can imagine him 

pointing: “There he is; that’s the One I’ve been telling you about!”)  “That’s the guy who ranks 

ahead of me because he was before me.” (Those words sound a little crazy until you read the 

prologue to John the Evangelist’s gospel: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God…. (v. 14): “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”  

We read from the vantage point of having had the story unfolded for us; which might mean: “Oh 

yeah, we’ve heard this passage before.” (To be sure, it will come around at least once every three 

years.)   

Two of John’s disciples, at his urging, decide to find out what Jesus was all about. He sensed their 

curiosity, their hunger for something deeper, and asked,  

“What are you looking for?” which is probably better translated, “What is it that you are seeking, 

searching for? What do you really desire?” They responded by asking him a question of their own: 

“Rabbi, where are you staying?”—which is a question that is much deeper than those few words can 

express. The verb for “stay” has a lot of meanings: reside, abide, remain, and more. [In my first 

parish in a more rural area of NC, I learned that “Where do you stay?” was not referring to my 

overnight accommodations, but rather, it really meant, “Where do you live?” “Where’s your 

house?”] Here, in John’s gospel, the question is even deeper because it really translates more like: 

“Where can we sit down and talk so I can experience for myself everything they say about you?”  

Or, “I have such an inner yearning that I’m not even ready to form a question on my lips.”  It’s 

beyond the Barbara Walters kind of interview. It’s about a relationship. (Like taking a car out for a 

test drive and coming back to the dealership fully realizing that you’ve already bonded with this 

vehicle; or touring a house and immediately picturing how you would be living in it.)  Jesus 

responds with an invitation: “Come and see.” 

“Come and see” is what this season of Epiphany is all about. We move quickly from the story of 

Jesus’ birth to revelations about who he is.  It seems to move very quickly, given that Jesus is 

grown, and John is pointing him out as the “Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.” 

He recalls, after Jesus was baptized, how he knew the Spirit of God came down from heaven and 

rested (stayed/remained…same verb) on Jesus.  

Who is Jesus?  John the Baptist tells us: the Lamb of God. Meanwhile, John the Evangelist has told 

us, the Son of God, the Word of God. And in the process of trying to unravel the mystery of who 

Jesus is, Jesus is helping us get to know just who we are.  “Come and see.” 

Already, in his encounter with Simon and Andrew, Jesus is giving them a new understanding about 

themselves—especially Simon, whose newly-given name means “rock.”  He’s either strong or 

stubborn, or part of a foundation—or some combination of all of the above. 
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Like the disciples, we who follow Jesus will come to know more about who we are and whose we 

are.  For Simon and Andrew, it was such a transforming moment that the Evangelist noted the time: 

“It was 4:00 in the afternoon.”  

As Jesus did for Simon Peter, he gives us a name.  But this time, it’s not simply a descriptive name 

(Peter was pretty hard-headed), but a name that reminds us we belong.  We are Christ’s forever, 

and nothing can separate us from that love.  So we take Christ’s name: we are Christian.  Together 

we come under that invitation, “come and see” – to find out more and more about who we are, in 

the light of Christ, the Lamb of God who takes our sins upon himself. 

Yes, Jesus takes the burdens of our lives upon himself, freeing us to be more and more the people 

we are meant to be.  We are freed from the power of sin and death: freed to live, and even free to 

give our lives in service.  

We are a community of faith that has been given great gifts; a community called together and 

entrusted with talent and vitality and the power to love. Jesus calls us, to come and see that we have 

everything we need to make a difference.  God in Christ has gifted us to change the world.  It’s 

important work—and more urgently needed every day.  And, it’s a risky calling: Many, like Dr. King 

whose life we remember especially this weekend, gave up their lives in service, as they lived out the 

gospel. 

Jesus knew his disciples, and he knows us.  He knows who we are and who we can be.  The Son of 

God met us in the waters of baptism; he continues to be God with us in the gifts of bread and wine.  

He is the Word of God made flesh, the Emmanuel who lends his name even to our congregation, the 

One on whom the Spirit rests, so that this wind can breathe through (“inspire”) us: to be proclaimers 

of Good News in word and deed.  Yes, God in Christ Jesus empowers us to bring good news: “Come 

and see,” we say as we welcome people to this congregation, this family of faith, where people can 

come together, live out the vision of God’s perfect world, and touch the lives of others as we feed the 

hungry, house the homeless, educate children, teach English to immigrants, as we build a community 

and welcome those who seek rest and refreshment in this “the goodliest land under the cope of 

heaven.”  

God-is-with-us, we proclaim, not as a boast of what we have that others don’t, but rather as the 

promise of God’s enduring presence for everyone: God so loved the world that he made himself 

available to each one of us.  And so, this season of light continues the promise of Christmas 

fulfilled, as we sang and prayed:  

Oh, holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin and enter in: be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell: 

oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!  Amen. 


